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Background and Rationale
One of the most important features of this assessment plan is that it follows NJDOE 
guidance to “do no harm”; as a result, this plan offers a wide latitude for our 
students to demonstrate completion and mastery of work assigned.

Even though we are making the most of Remote Learning for our school 
community, we know that our current model of instruction does not quite match our 
usual assessment procedures. As a consequence, during Phase II of Remote 
Learning, from April 14 - 29, we are asking you to begin using a transitional rubric 
informally that will allow us to move gradually into more formalized assessment in 
Phase III, beginning on April 30th. This date will also mark the new start date for 
Marking Period 4 in secondary schools, in which student work can be reasonably 
graded in our Remote Learning context. 



Background and Rationale
Before exploring the rubric, it is helpful to think in terms of a big picture that 
establishes fairness and consistency. Here is our rationale for using the rubric:

1. Utilizing existing teacher grading profiles in RL is extremely problematic, given 
the limits we have in terms of creating synchronous learning experiences; the 
appropriateness of assigning major projects or tests when technology 
resources at home are shared; and for many other reasons.

2. Yet, it is essential that work our students completed prior to moving to Remote 
Learning (RL) still counts and that we value their work moving forward.

3. We must be realistic about assessing work in each phase of RL so that 
students know it is valued and so that you can reasonably assess it, especially 
as some of it may have to arrive all at once from some of our students.



Assessment of Student Work
Phase I: March 19 - April 3 → Students were assessed using attendance only

Phase II: April 14 - April 29 → Students will be assessed using attendance along with 
informal feedback using our Remote Learning Rubric.

Phase III: April 30 - May 15 → Students will be assessed using attendance and 
official use of a Daily Remote Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric. 

Phase IV: May 18 - June 3 → Students will be assessed using attendance and official 
use of a Daily Remote Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric. 

Phase V: June 4 - June 19 → Students will be assessed using attendance and official 
use of a Daily Remote Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric. 

Phase VI: June 22 - June 25 → Students will be assessed using attendance and 
official use of a Daily Remote Learning Grade via the Remote Learning Rubric. 



Secondary - Quarterly Assessments



Secondary - Marking Period Grades 
Marking Periods One and Two: Grades are final.

Marking Period Three: We will leave students’ grades open until the conclusion of 
the year, but we will begin marking period four on April 30th. Upon the completion 
of MP4, in June, we will add two major assessment (test) grades to students’ MP3 
average that are equal to the final MP4 grade.  In other words, if a student earns a 
90 average in MP4, the student will also have two test grades worth 90% factored 
into their MP3 average.

Marking Period Four: On April 30th we will begin using the Daily Remote Learning 
Grade Rubric to record scores in MP4. Teachers will enter either a √- (50%), √ 
(75%), √+ (90%), or √++ (100%) for assignments they receive from students.

 



Secondary - Marking Period Grades 
So, in a Full-Year Course, the following components will make up a full-year grade: 
MP1 + MP2 + MP3 + MP4 + (no exam this spring) = Final Grade

Fall Semester Course Grades have already been finalized.

Spring Semester Course Grades are composed of the following: MP3 + MP4 + (no 
exam this spring) = Final Grade



Secondary - Attendance 
FOR ATTENDANCE IN PHASE III AND BEYOND, we are going to continue to 
operate on the premise that students are in attendance as long as they are doing 
the work.

In other words, while we collected exemplars for attendance in Phases I and II, in 
Phase III and beyond, as long as student worked is turned in, the student will not be 
marked absent.  

For students who have not been in contact with you or who have turned in no 
assignments, after you attempt to contact their families, please let your building 
principal know these students’ names. Our principals will work with our school 
counselors to reach out to these families to find out more. 



Secondary - The Remote Learning Rubric
Daily Remote Learning Grades (DRLG), as measured by the Remote Learning Rubric:

√ √ √ √



Secondary - Setting up your Gradebook for MP4
To set up your grading profile you must follow the following steps:
    In your Gradebook please select Profiles.
    Then Open your profiles.



Secondary - Setting up your Gradebook for MP4
Once your profile is open you are going to make sure you are on Profiles, Modify Profiles, 
and Grade Translations



Secondary - Setting up your Gradebook for MP4
Scroll down to Check Grades  and make sure they reflect the correct values -- the ones listed 
in this slide.  Once updated, please click on SAVE GRADE TRANSLATIONS.



Secondary - When adding your new assignments
Make sure when adding a new assignment you select 
Category: TESTS                         Grade Type: CHECKS



 Elementary - Trimester Assessments



Elementary -Trimester Assessments
Preschool and Kindergarten

Trimester 1: GOLD assessments are final.

Trimester 2: GOLD assessments are final.

Trimester 3: Kindergarten and Preschool teachers will not use the GOLD platform 
for the remainder of the year, as this platform relies on direct observation of the 
student throughout the course of the school day. Feedback will be provided 
directly from teachers to families, and teachers will use the Remote Learning Rubric 
to guide their comments, but we will not issue a formal GOLD platform report card 
for PreK or Kindergarten in this final trimester. 



Elementary - Trimester Assessments
Grades 1-5:

Trimester 1: Rubric assessments are final.

Trimester 2: Rubric assessments are final.

Trimester 3: Teachers will utilize the Remote Learning Rubric to provide ongoing 
assessment, and we will utilize the first two trimester report cards as data for 
placement considerations and learning plans in the 2020-2021 school year.  In its 
current format, the trimester report card is not suitable in our Remote Learning 
context. 



Elementary - The Remote Learning Rubric
Remote Learning Rubric - to be used to guide teacher feedback in the elementary 
grade levels. 



Elementary - Rubric Use
In Grades 1-5, teachers will simply use the Remote Learning Rubric to guide their 
feedback to students and families. We will rely on our first two trimesters’ worth of 
report card feedback as well as any additional anecdotal teacher input for 
placement and learning plan preparation in the 2020-2021 school year, 

In Preschool and Kindergarten, teachers will provide feedback directly to students 
and families. While teachers are welcome to use the Remote Learning Rubric as a 
guide to their comments, we will not use the rubric to “grade” our students’ work in 
these grade levels.  We will provide more guidance to our teachers about 
end-of-year reporting procedures, as we will not be able to use GOLD in Trimester 
Three.



Elementary - Attendance 
FOR ATTENDANCE IN PHASE III AND BEYOND, we are going to continue to 
operate on the premise that students are in attendance as long as they are doing 
the work.

In other words, while we collected exemplars for attendance in Phases I and II, in 
Phase III and beyond, as long as student work is turned in, the student will not be 
marked absent.  

For students who have not been in contact with you or who have turned in no 
assignments, after you attempt to contact their families, please let your building 
principal know these students’ names. Our principals will work with our school 
counselors to reach out to these families to find out more. 



All - Monitoring and Adjusting
Our entire school community continues to monitor events during this public health 
crisis, and we may need to adjust these plans if necessary. Please revisit our district 
website and listen for announcements as we move forward in the coming weeks. 



Frequently Asked Questions

To assist our school community in answering 
questions about this process, we are going to 
maintain a Frequently Asked Questions page      

at this location. 

https://www.franklinboe.org/Domain/2870

